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APPENDIX I, 


THREE LEAVES OF 


THE INTERLUDE OF 


THE CRUELL DEBTTER. 


BY 


W. WAGER. 
I 566. -, i 


** Colwell Recevyd of Thomas colwell for his lycense for prynting 

of a ballet intituled an interlude the Cruell Detter by 

Wager ; ; . : 1114 
Such is the entry of this interlude in the later or 1566 part of the 
Stationers' Register A, leaf 138, Arber's Transcript, 1. 307. The 
clerk had been entering licenses — among others, 2 to Colwell, 
for printing of © a ballett intituled ” 80 and 80; he began this © inter- 
Inde” entry in the same way, and forgot to run his pen through the 
wrong words when he afterwards wrote the right ones. 

Till lately, the only leaf known of The Cruell Debttor was C. ii. in 
Bagford's collection of title-pages and scraps, among the Harleian MSS. 
(Harl. 5919, leaf 18, back). The finding, by Mr Edmund W. Gosse, 
of two more leaves D, and ? D 4, among Mr. W. B. Scott's black- 
letter fragments, has induced me to put. all three leaves into type; 
not because it is one's duty to print all known scraps of old plays, but 
because the memory of Wager is dear to all lovers of Ballads, from 
the bits sung by his fool Moros in his © very mery and Pythie Com- 
medie, called The longer thou liuest, the more foole thou art.” (See 
my Captain Cox, p. exxvii.) Among the foote of many nges ” 
sung by Moros, 18— 

«<q Com ouer the Boorne, Besse, 


My litle pretie Besse, 
Com ouer the Boorne, besse, to me,” 
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THE ACADEMY. 


AMONG the black-letter fragments of Mr, W, B. 
Scott, Mr. Edmund Gosse has found two more 
leaves of the Cruel Detter, by 11. W. Wager, whose 
« Longer thou linest ” is s0 well known for the 
bits of old ballads it contains. This © ballet or in- 
terlude of the Cruel  Detter ” was licensed to 
Thomas Colwell in the year July 1565 to July 1566 
(8ee Arber's Transeript, 1., 138), and has been hither- 
to known only by a single leaf among old Bagford's 
collection of title-pages, cuts, and scraps, in the 
British Museum, The Cruel Dettey 18 partly in seven- 
line stanzas, like Calrsto and Melthaen, in Hazhitt's 
Dodsley, 1., 52, great part of Bale's God's Promses, 
(1538, Hazlitt, 1., 285), and other plays of the time, 
from which Shakspere may have taken his fashion 
of stanzas, alternates, couplets, four-measure, and 
other doggerel in Love's Labour's Lost, 
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_ ThheruelbDebteer, _ 


Us th*mtfouthaltbe welcome Þ waranfthces? = 


4] The goodlveſt thingin the would is comunication Flac 
Foz what bzyngeth tkpnges to our meme2atyon, - _ 


— 


a frepn hames fi 


Zhan(as thoy. dydIeſÞFfoke wy freyndes councell -* 
Iſ;yng hyin whearetfwas beſtfoz m©-9 weil 
De nained them of whom we haue ſpobe Sefoze 
Sayeng>thatWyth then yauimay dwell uermoze.. , ---- 
Ind even now-anp purpoſe was fogothytyer, 
c. Df all good fellow{yp ict v3go together? :;*  - - Rigoz, 
5do-not paſſein kyvuge BaſticusHouſe fo dwell -- .. 
vl donbf a hut that we ſhalſdoeuen as well;, - 
what dtddeſt thouſce Symulatione {+> + - 
day He and J hadcomuntration, * |  Flateef 
10m imctiaight wa, to come Hether © 
"Br Mepndes we ſpuidgo together. 4 © 
<< Cl. -- 2-20 7 


-myghtudlenger w0P! 


% 


mes if CNSEUCUT UE ULIELs 


In the wouldeis not ſofaiſe a knaue as bes, 
Foz by bym all ſtates ofpsople decepued bee, 
In Byſhops and paſto2s bets humpylitle ** 
nd yet muſt beful{of pzyde and crudelyfie:- - 
In all the Clergy he ſeineth to behoipnes, 
Whan in them is-amultvtude sf wyckedneg.. 
. Jn Waoyſtrates he ſemeth to be Iffabylitie, * 
-cftheave lurketh dyfdapneand Juſterytie,.._. 
Fn the coinons he ſeineth tobe geygbbourlynes, 
pet is theare enuye,hate,and couey ues. 
I dare ſay that bys deceyte further dotſfwander 
. Thanallthe Damyny%: of kynge 4icrander. 
Kigoz. CDeceyueth he ſo,and { acuer Decepued agapney . 
Flater! CSildome oz neuer thac J here of, 4til thee plaine 
igess C Sy the mall? it were a go0d. deede to decepueFin 
JI wil Llfipes pb 4 nay, pe 4h ir 


Fiaterl eq © 189.7; 
wy Divas be Eomery wetpl fenble out to fall 


Let the Rridogk knsue houef _ fo2 bis vey 
arke,by inyfayth @ trouth Þ here hyin ſpyt: 

Ray holde thy hande,thoumayſ} not fygytyef, 

Til We mul ve fpghtyng when he doth{enter neades 


D2 elſe foz the ſpozte I wyll not gente tws thzeades, 
__Cvereentfer @pinylatyous Og 


Dominus wobiſcum,In principio erat verbuin; | * E.- 
Ee you fygbtyngeJ-purpoſeno ner” "a0 


YNomn tate {Pvericwlss olferre poteles 
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The crucll Debfter, C 5 «> 


Y at, putteth hym felfe in fozewarde 


Can vote ſare-but putteth Hym ſelfe id: hazard. Gp 
CA horcſon, bythe maſſe it hail coft-fþes thy iſe. | | Rygo2. 


C 3 wyli cut thee ag ſmall-as aknane:w-mykayfe, Flattre 


' &$o0d Lord, what aneanefh theſe folkes tofyghte latpon, 


Balde your hanÞdesinayſters, Þ p2ay youno ino2e2 

; crow that if is:nobbeſk foapp2oche to nere 2 

Leſfe perchaunce we ipke ſoine ofthey2eucll chere. 

CJ wyll teach ybu hozfon vpilapne to medie mee, Rygo2. 
CDoubtthou not but euen with thee Þvwpll be. - Flacerd 
CPalſyon ofSod,one of them is mycolyn #laterys 7 - om | 
FJ wyll ſee&pimtakend hurte here verely,  - us 
Fo: Gods ſake Geftfleman holde pour hand, Goe : 


- Thysts an honeſt man;you ſail vndexſtand,  fbem- 
> 524 knaue:c&meſt thouto take bys parte Kigoz: 


Beate Simulation. ; - |. 


Cvponhaue b1okenmp head CY —_— your harke;) Spma; | 


C Irt thou medleng betweene vsnanghty. knanez. Flacerf 
Suinwhat fo: thy pzeſainpteon thon ſhalt haue. * 
C:No mozegoodecoſyn fo2 Gods paſſyon, - Spnin, 
No inoze,alas,Þ ampourcoſyn:Sinmnlation. * .. 
CFoz the bodydfgov hoide thy Hand Rigoz, '  Flarerf 
Jfthon beaunan ofthyHand,ſtrypke no mozes :; | | 

wene we hauehurtwmycoſyn bythe maſſe, ;: +. 

 bþadicucr thEtwerifypoiid it had not come fo:paſſe 

Lcaa not be contentiptiF hane alegoz an arine-” Rpgoz? 

.. Here Flacery!muftc holde. Kigo2s 
but af this thine forhisſake'T wiido:nomoze harme; | 

Cas nee J'wasSbo2ne Dydneuer mn} ſome brate p4-cowmſ 
4 fear Þ J HaFnener afterthis daymore breadeate, latyon. 
Difnyarmeziny arme,now alag'whatſtyail J vo- | 


JP wene'thatinyback bone be bzoben tn £wy-@-- 


Cain "a aeaetutemen ten 
; ep 


Fate: 


yiacert of 


Symn: 


.Y kan ifnot adecon ou Pn Dora 


Flateri gzput me fnnofz'1lt coſyn JynDe(p1es2; = nrvg ty) 


Lhe Cruelt tebtter. 


fp know not they owne fai.zer vhs they be angr!” g 


' © Furor #52 mentem preeplgin, 


fy = ime ſee you armes,do any of Your ueripes ee 


DpmU: FA 
Aatyon. 


CVy 


Than JT heryng thaf,yduweare ſoconyng tn ds on: 
To decepuc you agayne;atyine 3 dyÞ wayte. .- 
Lo %ere ſce-he that to deceiuealhy$1 ind doth c,.... 
By fone meane.i-deceyuedhymn felfe Gn 1 4 


' Fo; Rigo!\okodadydmetpſtantivrequyge; : 02 
--Ftrult coſyn f2-paltwpll foxgg:uenm24 Ih S ONvE.[4 
Fo2 Þ wildono nate (0A warrat:yqu bytheleBonggy - 
C5 fozger2pau ag thzoben veggbe”” 


The crnuell. Debceer. 


fil fthepſpy a ffine fo do one 2ewd furne foz another 

BDange me if Þ wayte not foz you aknauylh towche 

Pea,02 it (hallcoft meall that is in iny powche, . 

. A vengeance on pou! foz woztkyngofthe lame, | 

Fox you hane almoſt made my armes and backlame. 

CSod requyzeth no mote but a penytent harte. Flateri 

CMazy but he wolde requyze mo2e if he felt. ſmarte, Symite 
ray Hereentreth Dphtletts, latpon, 

CPeace,noimo:e wozds;yonder cometha gentlems, Rygs2, 

CBy Jeſu'FJ wyll be enen wyth you both-if 'J can. - Spmu, 

C Do what thoucanſft, I ſet nof by thee alouſe, 'Bigo02-: 

C It is a gentleman of kyng Baſilcus houſe, Flacer( 

Beis not m:ry,ſoine thyng wythout doubt is amyſle 

If thou wylt-be til you ſhal know what tbecauſe1s. 

 CLet vs ſetnble cur ſelues tobe perſons of grauytie. ttgo:. 

CI could fpnd in any harte to Þyſcioſe your knaunitte, Symu- 

By mp fayth « J knew my ſelfe to ſcape harmeleſſe -atyon. 

I. wold declare(to your ſhaine)all your wickedneſl?. 

C We may be glad at the harte verely  _ "Rpgoz 

That thouart as farre furth as we tn knanery, 

Whearfoze ifanpofour feates thou wylt dyſcloſe, 

tbe wo:ſt payne « ſhame hallight on thy owne noſe. 

C23 good L92d,J amvndone and all inyne, Ophſle 

I hauelyued lpke a gentleman all imp. iyfe, '.. US *- 

But now J amnipke tocome to vtter ruyne 

. weazand all my goods, chpldzen and wyfes 

He that welde bange mnec,02 byll me wyth a knyfe 

FJ wolde fo2geue Hym,yea,euen wyth agcod wyll, 

Fo: Jam not wozthe ſo much as an Dpeſterſhyll. 
Thebygyher that any nan pzeſuncth toclyme 

The ſozer is-bys burke whan he chaiiceth to fall, 

Wolde to godthat Jhadloked vpon this in fyine, 
Thanhad Jnot ben T_T and thzall _ 
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Lhe cruel! Debceer, 


had noffhegrace fo be. wyſe-and polytpcail,.  : 
nener nyaded fogatherany good oo: freaſure. ]. 
Daelyiuy harte was ſet to lyuetn pleaſure. :: : 
I thoubt my. ſelfe ſo unuch tn fanour wyth the kynge. 
Truftyngin hyz gaodnes oncly from dapro day, 
Cuer thy:c>yngthat J ſhould want nethypnoge- 
Fnd alſo immpoſſyble that cucr Þ euld decay, | 
»*. ſpent ftyll,bozowed ofthe king,yzomyſpng fopay, 
.,: Put now P2onificus hath ſunoned me to a compte, 
«., +Jndalas,mpy debftesd90 ai: inygoods ſurmount.- ': 
Rygoz, (,Dy2s here you nok-thys 2s atyt inater.fozvg, : -; 
BY) (fb Speke amonge pour ſe:kega good way of, © © 
Ff we had tinagined;amonge vs a wholeyere, 
we could-not Jaue ſuch athyng againſt Baſileug * 
.:--:., IS wehaueoccaſyon now in thys -1nay:bere,; :  : 
--1\ -  Baſileus loueth none of-vs it doth wellappere, :  : 
- - *Indagitſemeth by thyzinans behanaur,-; /-.. {+ 
Unto hy:n he oweth no very great fauone, 
Flafer! Now fo falke tyyth bywis afymeconueuyenf, 
For any man being i ſ020w-and defolation, 
To here good connceilwylib? glad.and dylygenf, 
Namelyina a mater of pexyll andDubyzation. 
pm: CLIt vs go vntohym,andvy bys coumnication ., 
latyon.; We ſhaliknow.inoze.,aud thenas we Do tn him ſee 
So inour counceil freyndly to hymwe wyll bee... .-- 
$[:G0D ſpede-you ſir,& you ar welcome intothts place 
Byimy faith you are welcoine as 1ny harte can thinke 
Alack;yon-are not iery(it ſemeth by your face) | 
Vy!tit pleaſe pou a cup of good wyneto dzynke? + 
Wyll it-plegſe-you to go fo the gaodwite ofthe clinkee 
To ſpeke. of good -wyne,in London Jdareſay - - 
Js 19 b?tter vwyne than thear was onceto dap. 
Flaterf &y;r2 atew tlefatigato, magynmn Yobur vinwm anget, * . 
: Tr 5 


Rigo2-. 
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The eruell Debttcr?-* 


| & Jt was thme to haueinaredpnegallthynge | | *Ophne..- 3 


{ Foz yonbet cometh Baſileus my To2d. and kyage, fs. 

| CF 45 far 4# we canlet vs ſtandeaſpde;-* -* 'aqpges; 

Tyll h? ſenbethyfozyonlet vs yonder abvde. 1/2: : 
FJ thanke pon pzonitiens (02 your dylygence..' - Baſfilez 
DouvtPou not,but yeur paynes we wyllrecompence 48. 
Jampieaſed tÞthe accomptes thatyon hane fat?n, 

None efyourbookes no2 bylles ſhalbe fozſaken * : 
. The mote parte ofzny debttergHaue honeitip payed 

' = they that wenre not redy Þ hane gently dayed, 

" « « it pieſe pour grace we have not fintfht your intnd Þ:on(- 
bear is onevfyour greateſt debfters yetbehind, ficuss. 
We haue peruſco the parcelies Sn yourbookes (cf, = 
Ind wefynaDipwviten thouſandfalents'tn your Debt, 

S0 we .alſygned hym bcfoze ponr graceto come - 

F':; to tnake a rekenpng fot the whole ſiune. 
C.}-wene it be that vnthryityfeilow Dphiletis, Baſl. 
pea tru:y,iffitiyke pour grace the ſaine it 18, Pons 
I comcunded Hywto beredy herein place -- bicus. 

'That we inygbt b2ynge hy befoze yvur grace, 

£ Wytts #112 7475 51fre Þ woide Have bym fought warp, 

Izid befoze myne owne- preſence to be bzought. : 

C.I percepue that hers enea hereat hand, Pzonl, © 

Fl —_ in wa tw ym doth ſtand, 2 
aule him vefoze vs in Hts owne perſon to appcre. Bacite, 

« Ft (hall not be tonge befoze: Je be | I be "YI _ 

{ Blueke vp your heart'<3id ve of good chere, Rigoi. 

527e not J warent you,good foztunie is nere, 

{ -philetis'if is the 2png Baſileus.comaundement P2zonis 

at you come befozc hys maietty noto-incontinent, $156 

0 come into the preſence of hysimaicfiye,  - | 4 

U I pzayyouſpz ſpebe@goodwo2bfoz hiuntoþ king, Kigoze 

þ 0 Rh «Ye | 
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The Eruelldebtter, 


-- Pzoni. CYeknoweth that J am hyz owne in all thynge, 
Dphile C{God (auepourlyfe the fountayne ofnobilitie, 
e's, Allhaplethe very patron of Pagnanyinytie, 
Bleſſed be pou theautho: of ail wozthynes, 
Honour x p2ayſe to you the head ſpzynge ofgoodnes. 
Kigo2. C{ D molt inyghty,moſt valyant and noble kynge 
Godlaue you, god ſaueyou,of allverfue the ſpzynge. 
waſi. Cwhomn haſt thou boughtinto our preſence wthee- 
©pht. C Ifitilpke your grace,hys name is Þumpylytie, 
Rigoz, C Sea,fromhys hatte Þ amneuecrabſent, 
..: Nox Jtbhynkeneuer albe byhys intent. | 
4zaſiles Cn Sur accomptes take by our ftuard por do kuow | 
ns. - What aſumofmonepVvnto vs you do owe. 
Daue you bought hetherſnffycient payinent 
To make your compte,affer our co:mmanndemenfe 
Dphile CD yz, J beſecþe yon fo be mercyfullto mee, 
ets F021 J knowledg ip ſclfe ſo farre fn your dcbf fo bee 
Vhat all that J Haue is not ſuffpcient - 
Of a quarter of my debfes to1nake papinent. 
Rigo2z. C Wcepe,body.of god can you not weepe foz anecdee | 
wpcke P61 imuit loke pyteouſiy ifyou intende toſpeeoe, | 
aipde. Af you can aot weep, J wyli weepe fox you: 
Yogho,ho,J p2ay yeu vegood fo vs now. 
Pz;oni. UC What meane you tnthis place to playſuch a pattfc- 
Kigo2.: CD \y2, I declare theeftect ofthis inangmeke hart. 
Balſtle- C Thearts no me 2eof the tnafer but onely thys, 
us, Thouatt aryoious prrſon(doubties Dpbyletis,) 
P2yde and pzeſurntyon hereto baue thee bzought, 
Much to ſpend aind ia out,was euer thy thought, 
I ſuinpfous table? thou woldeſt keepe enery Day, | 
. . Beponde thy decree thoudydeſt excede in aray. | 
uygo;. Cthat J inay ſpck? one wozd,pleale if your maitefty- 
weſy, C Day whatlocuer you wyil,we geue you we , 
3 p 
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** Colwell Recevyd of Thomas colwell for his lycense for prynting 

of a ballet intituled an interlude the Cruell Detter by 

Wager , ; ; : : 111j4 
Such is the entry of this interlude in the later or 1566 part of the 
Stationers' Register A, leaf 138, Arber's Transcript, i. 307. The 
clerk had been entering licenses — among others, 2 to Colwell, 
for printing of © a ballett intituled ” 80 and 80; he began this © inter- 
Inde ” entry in the 8ame way, and forgot to run his pen through the 
wrong words when he afterwards wrote the right ones. 

Till lately, the only leaf known of The Cruell Debttor was C. ii. in 
Bagford's collection of title-pages and scraps, among the Harleian MSS. 
(Harl. 5919, leaf 18, back). The finding, by Mr Edmund W. Gosse, 
of two more leaves D, and ? D 4, among Mr. W, B. Scott's black- 
letter fragments, has induced me to put all three leaves into type; 
not because it is one's duty to print all known scraps of old plays, but 
because the memory of Wager is dear to all lovers of Ballads, from 
the bits sung by his fool Moros in his © very mery and Pythie Com- 
medie, called The longer thou liuvest, the more foole thou art.” (See 
my Captain Cox, p. cexxvii.) Among *© the foote of many mges” 
sung by Moros, is— "9 

«<q Com ouer the Boorne, Besse, 


My litle pretie Besse, 
Com ouer the Boorne, besse, to me,” 


PRA VB. 1 


uv 1s Cn EAR AN SSI bes ee GRE Ether et 22H 


o- APPENDIX I. W. WAGER, 1566-9. 


of which Shakspere has put the last line into Edgar's mouth in King 
Lear, III. vi. 27. 

Wager's third play, *AL1s good Sleeping in a whole Skin,” is said 
to have been destroyed by Warburton's servant (Hazlitt's Handbook.) 

The Personages of 7he Cruell Debtter 8hown in the 3 leaves are 6 :— 

Rigor Symulatyon King Baslleus, and 

Flateri Ophiletis + Proniticus his minister. 
Flateri has been to King Basileus's Palace, in hope of finding a home 
there, but was at once exposd, and obliged to leave. His friend — 
who seems to have been Rigor's too—advisd him to go to some 
other folk of whom he and Rigor have talkt; 80 they agree to go 
together, after firss banging the false knave Symulatyon, who was 
also to join Flateri in his journey. 

On the lost leaf, C 4, Symulatyon has evidently had is banging, 
as on leaf D his arms and back are almost made lame. Then to the 
three companions enters Ophiletis, a gentleman 'of K'ng Basileus's 
house, ruind by extravagant living, and now not worth an oyster- 
Shell. He is deeply in debt to the King, 10,000 talents, and has 
been summond by Proniticus to pay. 

The next leaf is unsignd, but cannot well be later than D 4. In 
it, Ophiletis is brought before King Basileus, acknowledges his 
indebtedness, prays for mercy, and is reprovd. He tells Basileus, 
that Rigor who intercedes for him, is Humylytie, 80 that in the lost 
leaves the four comrades Rigor, Flateri, Symulatyon, and Ophiletis 
must have got up some plot to deceive Basileus. 
+3 All the leaves are in couplets, except a .page and a third of D, 
which are in 7. line stanzas. These are the most general forms of 
verse in early plays, though in some the metre varies very much. In 
the first two volumes of Hazlitt's Dodsley, the metre of the plays 18 
mainly as follows ! :— 


1 The rymes have been often spoilt by careless modernization, as 1nd, 
ryming with find, is printed Tndia, i. 27, 31 foot, 162; tere, ryming with 
Fere, is printed learn, i. 36 ; be, 1. 178, is printed bedp ; forlore, i. 172, is made 
forlorn ; benevolous, ryming with plenteous, gracions, is emended into benero- 
lence, i, 306; then until, ryming with fill, i. 318, is emended into until then. 
Bible names ryming in e&, Mesopotamie, Beersabe, &c. appear with a, 1. 305 
308, 309, 312, 313, &c. 
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vol. 1. 
The Four Elements, 1519. Sixes (mainly), Ts, and a few 8s. 
Calisto and Meliban, 1520. Sevens throughout. 
Every Man, ab. 1520. Couplets, with alternates, 3s, 6s, Ts, 8s, &c. 
Hiskscorner, ab. 1520-30. Couplets, with 3s, 4s, 5s, 6s, Ts, 8s, 
9s, 10s, :&c. 
Jn. Hey wood's Paurdoner and Friar, wr. bf. 1521; pr. April 1533. 
Couplets, with alternates, &c. 
The World and the Child, July 1522. Eights, with alternates, &c., 
many linkt to their followers, ce, c4 ; ee, ef; gg, gh, &c. 
Jn. Bole's God's Aromises, 1538. Sevens (mainly). 
Jn, Heywood's Four P's, ab. 1540. Couplets. 
Thersites, Aug. 12, 1537 ; pr. after 1561. Couplets, Prologue 
in Ts. | 
vol. 11. 
Interlude of Youth, 1594. Couplets, 
Lusty Juventus, 1547-593. Sevens (mainly : 8o0me linkt), 6s, 
4s, 2s. 
Jack Juggler, 1562-3. Couplets. Prol. and Epil. mn Ts. 
Nice Wanton, 1560. Couplets. Prologue in 6s. 
History of Jacob and Esau. Couplets. 
T. Ingelend's Disobedient Child, -ab. 1560. Alternates and 
couplets. 
Marriage of Wit and Science, 1570. Couplets. Prol. three 8s. 
Shakspere's occasional stanzas in his dialogues, his irregular 
metre in Love's Labour's Lot, &c., are, I suppose, due to these early 
interludes. The firs} of the Digby Mysteries is written wholly in 
stanzas, like other Mysteries are, more or less. 
My thanks are due to Mr W. B. Scott for his permiss1on to print 
his 2 leaves, and to Mr. EK. W. Gosse for kindly copying them. 


F. J. FURNIVALL. 
7 March, 1878. | 
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[Rigor] 


Flateri. 


Rigor. 


Flateri. ' 


The Cruell Debtter (C. iii.) 


With them thou shalt be welcome I warant the, 
Ha, and in great acceptacyon also (sayd hee.) 

Now the thynge whearfore I was s0 angry & mad, 
Was thys, I forgate the councell that off him I had. 
T The goodlyest thing in the world is communication 
For what bryngeth thynges to our memeratyon 
Thou and I had lyke fortune with Basilieus, 

After that maner to thee I wyll playnly dyscusse : 

I remembred a sayenge of Seneca in a 'Tragedy, 
Worthy to be prynted of such as lones Flatery 
Frans sublimi regnat in aula 

The higher that the court 1s & the more of nobylytie, 
The more falsehed is thearin,,the more Iniquytie, 
More flatery is not in the wadas rey gnynge 

Then 1s in the courte of any noble kynge. 

Now Basileus is a kynge of most honoration 

In whose house I thought to haue my habytac: 1, 
But I came not so sone wythin Basileus Palace, 

But they dyclosed me openly vnto my face, 

And whan they had once $0 bewrayed my name 

I myght no lenger tary in that court for shame, 
Than (as thou dyddest) I toke my freyndes councel! 
Askyng hym wheare it was best for me to dwel] 

He named them of whom we haue spoke before 
Sayeng, that wyth them you may dwell euermore. 
And euen now my purpose was to go thyther. 

T Of all good fellowsbyp let vs go together. 

I do not passe in kynge Basileus house to dwell 

I doubt not but that we shall do euen as well : 

But syen, what diddest thou see Symulation ? . 
T Thys day he and I had communication 

He promysed me straight way to come hether 

[To visite] our freyndes we shuld go together 

C. iii. back 


i. 
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The Cruell Debtter. 
In the worlde is not so 5:ilse a knaue as hee, 
For by hym all states of people deceyued bee. 
In Byshops and pastors he is humylitie 
And yet must be full of pryde and crudelytie : 
In all the Clergy he semeth to be holynes, 
Whan in them is a multytude of wyckednes. 
In Magystrates he semeth to be Afﬀabylitie, 
Yet theare lurketh dysdayne and Austerytie 
In the commons he semeth to be neyghbourlynes, 
Yet is theare enuye, hate, and coueytousnes. 
[ dare say that hys deceyte further doth wander 
Than all the domynyon of kynge Alexander. 
T Deceyueth he so, and is neuer deceyued agayne ? Rigor, 


T Sildome or neuer that I here of, I tel thee plaine. Flateri 
T7 By the masse it were a good deede to deceyue him Rigor, 
And I will tell thee which way we may do it trym 
Thou 5ayest that he will be here without doubt to day ? 
T 'That is wythout question, (truly I dare say.) Flateri. 
q Well, whan he commeth, we wyll semble out-to fall, Rigor, 
we w1l strike one at another as though we did brawl 
What we meane by that he wyll greatly wonder, 
Than he wyll come intendyng vs to sunder : 
Thou halt stryke at me, and I at thee wyll swacke 
But let all the strypes lyght vpon hys backe. 

Flateri. 


7 Of good fellowshyp let it be s0 even indede 

Let the semblyng knaue haue somwhat for his mede, 

Harke, by my fayth & trouth I here hym spyt : oy 

Nay holde thy hande, thou mayst not fyght yet. 

T We must be fyghtyng when he doth enter neades 

Or els for the sporte I wyll not geue two threades. 
T7 Here enter Symylatyon. 

T Dominus vobiscum, In principio erat verbum. Symulatyon. 

Yea? are you fyghtyng? I purpose no nere to cum. 


Nemo tute $e pericults offerre potese. 


Rigor. 
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? The cruell Debtter. 
m—_ til they spy a time to do one shrewd turne for another 
Hange me if I wayte not for you a knauysh towche 
Yea, or it shall cost me all that is in my powche, 
A vengeance on you for workyng of the same, 
For you haue almost made my armes and back lame. 
Flateri. T God requyreth no more but a penytent harte. 
Ae ſs T Mary but he wolde requyre more if he felt smarte. 
Here entreth Ophiletis. 
Rygor. T Peace, no more words, yonder commeth a gentleman. 
Symu. q By Jesu I wyll be euen wyth you both it I can 
Rigor. T Do what thou canst, I set not by thee a louse. * 
Flateri. q It is a gentleman of kyng Basileus house, 
He is not mery, some thyng wythout doubt 1s amysse 
If thou wylt be stil you shal know what the cause 1s. 
Rigor. T Let us semble ourselues to be persons of grauytie. 
Symu= q I could fynd in my harte to dysclose your knauitie, 
atyon. 


By my ftayth if I knew my selle te scape harmelesse 
I wold declare (to you: shame) all your wickednessc. 
Rygor. * We may be glad at the harte verely 
That "Thou art as farre furth as we in knauery, 
Whearfore if any of our feates thou wylt dysclose, 
the worst payne & shame s$hal light on thy owne nose. 
4g © I good Lord, I am vndone and all myne, [7 line «t. ] 
I have lyued lyke a gentleman all my lyte, 
But now I am lyke to come to vtter ruyne 
Yea, and all my goods, chyldren and wyfe : 
He that wolde hange me, or kyll me with a knyfe 
I wolde forgeue hym, yea, even wyth a good wyll, 
For I am not worthe so much as an Oyestershyll. 
The hygher that any man presumeth to clyme 
The sorer is hys hurte whan he chaunceth' to fall, 
Wolde to god that I had loked upon this in tyme, 


Then had TI not ben so myserable and thrall : 
D I 
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The cruell Debtter. 
[ had not the grace to be wyse and polytycall, 
I neuer mynded to gather any good or treasure 
Onely my harte was set to lyue in. pleasure. 
I thought my selfe so much in favour wyth the kynge 
Trustyng in hys goodnes onely from day to day, 
'Ever thynckyng that I should want nothynge 
And also impossyble that euer I should decay, 
I spent styll, borowed of the king, promysyng to pay, 
But now Proniticus hath summoned me to a compte, 
And alas, my debtes do all my good surmount. 
1 Syrs here you not? thys is a fyt mater for us, Rygor. 
Spoke amonge your selfes a good way of. 
If we-had imagined amonge vs a whole yere, 
We could not haue such a thyng against Basileus 
As we haue occasyon now in thys man here, 
Basileus loueth none of vs it doth well appere, 
And as 1t seemeth by thys mans behauour, 
Unto hym he oweth no very great fauour. 

4 Now to talke wyth hym is a tyme conuenyent, Flateri. 
For any man being in sorow and desolation, 

To here good councell wyll be glad and dylygent, 
Namely in a mater of peryll and dubytation. 

T Let vs go vnto hym, and by hys communication Lo 
We $shall know more, and then as we do in him see 
So in our councell freyndly to hym we wyll bee. 

7 God spede you sir, & you ar welcome into this place Rigs 

By my faith you are welcome as my harte can thinke 
Alack, you are not mery (it seemeth by your face,) 
Wy ll it please you a cup of good wyne to drynke ? 
Wy1l it please you to go to the goodwyfe of the clinke*? 
To speke of good wyne, in London I dare say 

* Is no better wyne than thear was once to day. 


U Viro ducem defatigato, magnum robur vinum auget. Flateri. . 


I Prison on Bankside, Southwark. 
To 
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Ophiletis, It was tyme to. haue in a redynes all thynge. 
For yonder commeth' Basileus my Lord and kynge. 
Rygor. T As far as we can let vs stande asyde, 
Tyll he sendeth for you let vs yonder abyde. 
Basileus. 7 I thanke you proniticus for your dylygence 


Proniticus. 


Basi. * 


Proniticus. 


Basy. 


Proni. 


Baslle. 
Proni. 


Rigor, 


Proni- } - 5 


-— with. 


ticus. 


Ophile- 


tis. 


Rigor. 


Doubt you not, but your paynes we wyll recompence 
I am pleased with the accomptes that you have taken, 
None of your bookes nor bylles shalbe forsaken 
The moste parte of my debtters have honestly payed 
And they that were not redy I have gently dayed 

T If it plese your grace we haue not tinisht your mind 
Thear 1s one of your greatest dehtters yet behind, 
We haue perused the parcelles in your bookes set, 
And we fynd hym ten thousand talents in yor” 1-b1, 
So we assygned hym before your grace to con: 
And to make a rekenyng for the whole swmme. 

q I wene it be that vnthryity fellow Ophilitis 

qF Yea truly, if it lyke your grace the same it 15, 
I commaunded hym to be redy here in place 
That we myght brynge hym before your grace. 

A Wyth [ titytie I wolde haue hym sought 
And before myne owne presence to be brought. 

C I perceyue that he is euen here at hand, 
I see that in a redynes yonder he doth stand. 

T Cause him before vs in his owne person to appere. 

T It shall not be longe before he be here. 

T Plucke vp your heart and be of good chere. 
I care not I warent you, good fortune 1s nere. 

q Ophiletis it is the kyng Basileus commaundement 
That you come before hys maiesty now incontinent. 

C I] am in a redynes truly with all humylytie 
To come into the presence of hys matestie. 

C I pray you syr speke a good word for him to y king 


| Here the surface of the paper has been rubbed away. 


q He 
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The Cruell debtter. 
4 He knoweth that I am hys owne in all thynge. Proc 
T7 God saue your lyfe the fountayne of nobilitie, Ophile- 
All hayle the very pairon of Magnanymytie, * 
Blessed, be you the author of all worthynes, rH 
'Jonour & prayse to you the head sprynge of goodnes. | 
T O most 'myghty,” most valyant and noble kynge Rigor 


God saue you, god saue you, of all vertue the sprynge. 


UT whom hast thou brought into our presence with thee ? Basi. 


T If it lyke your grace, hys name is Humylytie. !; Ophi. |! 
A Yea, from hys hatte I am neuer absent, Rigor. 
Nor I thynke neuer shalbe by hys intent. 
T In our accomptes taken by our stuard you do know Basile = 
us, 


What a snm of mcn.y vnto vs you do owe. ? 
Hae you brought hetner sutftycient payment 
To make your compte, after our commaundemente 

T O syr, I beseche you to be mercytull to mee, Opn 
For I knowledg my selfe 50 farre in your debt to bee | 
That all that I haue is not suttycient 
Df a quarter of my debtes to make payment. 

T Weepe, body of god can you not weepe for a neede? Rigor. 
You must loke pyteously if you intende to speede, 
It you can not weepe, { «v1 weepe for you : 5pm 
Ho, ho, ho, I pray you be good to vs now. | 

UT What meane you in this place to play such a parte? Proni. 


T O 5yr, I declare the ettect of this mans weke hart. Rigor, 


Basile = 


0 Thear 1s no 1nore of the mater but onely thys, = 


Thou art a ryotous person (doubtles Ophylens,) 

Pryde and presumtyon hereto haue thee brought, 
Much to spend and lash out, was euer thy thought, ? 
A sumptous table thou woldest keepe euery day ; 
Beyonde thy degree thou dydest excede in aray. - 


T] that I may speke one word, please it your maiesty ? Rygor. ' 
T7 Say whatsoever you wyll, we geue you lyberty. Basy.. 
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